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PRESIDENT MCALEESE BECOMES PATRON 
OF IRELAND PARK FOUNDATION
By Dr. Anita M. Sands

March is traditionally a month when all eyes are focused on Ireland as we celebrate with pride our national holiday and share our rich heritage, traditions, and culture with people all over the world. Nowhere is this holiday more significant than among Irish Diaspora communities in the four corners of the earth. All of us here in Toronto have special occasion to celebrate, considering the recognition that will be brought to our community upon the opening of Ireland Park on June 21, 2007. 

   This will be an event of immense significance for our community, when the story of so many of our ancestors here in Canada will be fully told. The memory of 1,100 of our fellow countrymen and women who died during the summer of 1847 will be restored, and a lasting connection established between the Island of Ireland and Canada. 

   It is therefore with great delight that we announce that the President of Ireland, Mary McAleese has graciously agreed to serve as the Patron of Ireland Park Foundation and has extended her enthusiastic support to the Park and the community here in Toronto. We invite you to read her wonderful message and share in the delight of this significant recognition. We welcome the support the project has gained both here and in Ireland and look forward to forging stronger links between both countries as the project progresses.

   Over the past several months, we have ramped up our campaign to raise the $1.5 million required to finance construction of the Park. After a generous lead gift of $250,000 from the Ireland Fund of Canada and remarkable support from several individuals and organizations in our community, we are now doubling our efforts to raise the funding necessary to begin work on the Park this spring. Along with financial contributions, we have received generous support from many individuals who have willingly given of their time and services free-of-charge. In particular, we thank our dedicated board members and volunteers, those who have organized and hosted events, and those who have communicated their support for this project within the Irish community and beyond. 

   On this occasion, we are particularly grateful to Fergus Tyrell of Clifford Masonry, one of Canada’s preeminent companies for stonework- conservation and construction. Fergus has provided important advice and guidance in resolving the use and source of stone for the Park. Thanks are also due to the partners and staff of Kearns Mancini Architects for their countless hours of pro-bono work in designing and developing the working drawings for Ireland Park. Thanks to them, we are now in a position to begin the process of seeking a building permit from the City of Toronto. Once obtained, the board will then undertake its due diligence on costing and obtaining quotations from contractors to build and install the park. 

   As we embark on this exciting phase of the project’s development, we request your support in creating a lasting legacy that will mark the contribution of the Irish community to Canada. Not only will the Park serve as a poignant and fitting memorial to those who died, but the architectural design will also provide the ideal setting for Gillespie’s sculptures. We believe that the end result will be an artistically beautiful site for generations to enjoy. The first of Gillespie’s sculptures for the Park is currently on display at the Galleria at BCE Place in downtown Toronto. 

   To all of you who have lent your support to date, we thank you sincerely for your contribution. To those of you who recognize the importance of this project and have yet to contribute, we now ask you to step forward in time for us to begin construction. All contributions, both large and small, will be most welcome and appreciated, and as charitable contributions, are tax deductible.

   We invite you to visit our website at www.irelandparkfoundation.com for updates on the Park’s progress. Coming soon to our website will also be initial results of research that Ireland Park Foundation has commissioned and funded at St. Michael’s College, under the expert supervision of our historical advisor, Prof. Mark McGowan. We also look forward to announcing plans for a gala concert that will take place on June 20, 2007 at Roy Thompson Hall. We are currently working to confirm an exciting line up of artists and promise it will be an event not to be missed. With so much happening and so much to look forward to, we invite you to share in our enthusiasm and join with President McAleese in recognizing and supporting Ireland Park Foundation. 

To send a donation to Ireland Park, please call (416) 363-6474, or mail to 

Ireland Park Foundation, 67 Yonge Street, Suite 1101, Toronto, ON Canada M5E 1J8 or email Robert@irelandparkfoundation.com.
