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PROGRESS ON IRELAND PARK FOUNDATION
GAINS CHARITABLE STATUS

By Robert G. Kearns

One year from now, as we approach the year 2007, we in the Irish community in Toronto will have much to look forward to. One hundred and sixty years after the great Irish famine, the extended community here in Toronto will have a lasting memorial to Irish famine emigrants who arrived in the city under the most desolate of circumstances. In the face of extraordinary adversity and despair our ancestors overcame their unfortunate circumstances, and went on to make a major contribution to Canada. However, Over 1,100 men, women, and children perished from awful diseases such as Typhus and Cholera and are buried in a mass grave near St. Paul’s Basilica. Ireland Park remembers both. History will at last record their passage, and above all, the names of those who lost not only their lives to starvation, but their identities also in the process. 

   This summer, Ireland Park Foundation initiated a program of research at St. Michael’s College at the University of Toronto, led by our Historical Advisor Prof. Mark McGowan. This research has uncovered startling new facts surrounding the events of 1847 in our city. Included amongst the recent breakthroughs has been the discovery of some 187 names of men, women and children who died in the fever sheds during that dark year. This original research sheds new light on the story of the Irish famine emigrants, uncovering people whom history has long since forgotten. 

   Meanwhile, progress continues on the Park’s development with revisions by Jonathan M. Kearns of Kearns Mancini Architects Inc. to the original design, which we will include in our next report. Our fundraising initiatives, which aim to raise $1.5m have also continued and progressed. Such efforts have been notably bolstered by the addition of two new board members this year. We are honored and delighted to welcome Michael J. Wren, Partner with Miller Thomson LLP and David L. Lindsay President of the Association of Colleges of Applied Arts & Technology of Ontario (ACAATO) to the Board of Ireland Park Foundation. In addition, we wish to acknowledge the contribution of Fergus Tyrrell, Partner with Clifford Masonry, who traveled to Ireland in June of this year to assist with efforts in sourcing Irish limestone for the Park. 

   As the project gathers momentum, we have recently embarked upon the second phase of our fundraising campaign. We are delighted to announce that following our application in April 2005 to Canada Revenue Agency, Ireland Park Foundation was awarded charitable status in May 2005. This approval in record time was due to the outstanding work of our Secretary, T Daniel Burns, for which we are most grateful. As the year-end approaches many of you will undoubtedly be giving thought to your charitable contributions, and we invite you to support Ireland Park. We certainly hope that our newly awarded charitable status, which makes all contributions tax deductible, will be an added bonus for our generous donors and supporters.

   We would like to thank all of you who have contributed to Ireland Park Foundation since our previous report in March 2005. We are particularly grateful to the Board of the Irish Cultural Society for their support on behalf of their members. Thanks are also due to Dora Keogh and John Maxwell for their assistance in hosting a fundraising event at Dora Keoghs in May of this year. We are also grateful to Anthony Diamond and family for their support in sponsoring an event at Dora Keoghs in September of this year. Many prominent Irish service providers in Toronto contributed to the evening by a donation of their services, which were the subject of a live auction led by Sean McMahon. Sincere thanks to those who participated in this event including Joe Reynolds, John Molloy, Liam Carroll, Gareth & Carol Roberts, Paul Hartwell and Dan Quail. 

   As the New Year approaches and we move closer to the official opening of Ireland Park in June 2007, we at Ireland Park have an exciting year of hard work ahead. With such significant progress on multiple fronts, many thanks are due to the Board of Directors and volunteers of Ireland Park Foundation who have worked so tirelessly to advance the project. We also wish to thank all those responsible for the growing community support, which is instrumental to the Park’s success and impact. Your efforts have been invaluable in raising the Park’s profile and in generating overwhelming support from all reaches of the city and beyond. During the coming year we look forward to providing updates on the progress of the Park’s construction in addition to the exciting plans for the grand opening in 2007. We invite you to learn more about the project by visiting our website at www.irelandparkfoundation.com or calling Chairman Robert Kearns at (416) 363-6474. 

